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www.berkswomenincrisis.org
The mission of Berks Women in Crisis is to provide supportive services to victims 

and to eliminate domestic and sexual violence in Berks County.
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The mission of 
Berks Women in Crisis

 is to provide supportive services 
to victims and to eliminate 

domestic and sexual violence in 
Berks County.
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Prevention Education & 
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Hotline
English: 610-372-9540
Spanish: 610-372-7463
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I/We will donate to the
Berks Women in Crisis 2011-12 Annual Appeal

� $500 can provide a victim with four nights in our Safe House

� $385 can provide a Date Smart presentation to one grade at a local school

� $250 can provide an advocate for one client in the PFA process

� $150 can provide two hours of counseling for a sexual or domestic abuse survivor

� $80 can provide assistance on one MAP call at the hospital emergency room

� $30 can staff the hotline for two hours            � $___________ for general purposes

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________________

Phone # ________________________________ Email _______________________________________

� Check Enclosed     � Charge my credit card

MC/Visa Account #_____________________________________________     Exp. Date_______________

Signature _________________________________________________Date ______________________

Donations can also be made on our website: www.berkswomenincrisis.org. Please use the enclosed envelope
for this completed form. All donations received will be applied to our operating budget, helping to sustain

our services throughout the year.

BWIC Appeal Reply  10/24/11  6:08 PM  Page 1
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Celebration of PeaceSAVE THE DATE
December 10, 2012
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Celebration of  Peace
December 16, 2013

Save The Date

 Host Committee Chairs

Doug & Nancy Yocom
Invite you to save the date for BWIC’s Annual

 Celebration of Peace
 Marking 37 years of providing safety, life, and hope to victims  

and survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault

 December 16, 2013
6-8pm

 Yashek Social Hall
Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom

Tickets $75
 Voices for Change Awards will be presented to:

The Wyomissing Foundation
Karen Rightmire

Joan Crater 
Invitation will follow in mid-November.

www.berkswomenincrisis.org

255 Chestnut Street Reading, PA 19602
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Berks Women in Crisis  announces the recipients of the 2013  

Voices for Change Award
The Wyomissing Foundation

Karen Rightmire 

Joan Crater

For more information contact us at: 610-373-1206 or peace@berkswomenincrisis.org

The Awards will be presented at the 8th Annual 

Celebration of Peace
December 16, 2013  •  6 to 8 p.m. 

Yashek Social Hall - Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom 
555 Warwick Drive, Wyomissing, PA

               Host Committee Chairs Doug and Nancy Yocom

2013 Voices for Change Award Print Advertisement
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Celebration of PeaceSAVE THE DATE
December 10, 2012

Berks Women in Crisis
Safety. Life. Hope.

www.berkswomenincrisis.org As we prepare to commemorate Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month in October, we do so with very 
vivid and constant daily reminders of the ever-

increasing number of vulnerable women and children seeking 
safety and support. Domestic violence homicides and shocking 
accounts of sexual assaults fill our daily news reports. 
Locally, at our BWIC Center, 75 women and children rely 
on our ability to provide them with immediate safety, food, 
clothing and support during what is the most challenging time 
of their lives. In addition, thousands of our neighbors and 
friends rely each year on the trauma-informed counseling and 
legal support and representation we offer to help them heal, 
find justice and move forward in a positive direction.

A MESSAGE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Mary Kay Bernosky

BWIC EVENT WILL FEATURE SCENES FROM “FINDING JENN’S VOICE” & 
LOCAL FILMMAKER TRACY SCHOTT

Each year since 2002 Berks Women in Crisis has rededicated 

the Silent Witness Project as part of the observance of 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month in October.

This year’s event will be sponsored by the Reading Area Community 
College and held at RACC’s Miller Center for the Arts at 5:00pm on 
Wednesday, October 16. 
Tracy Schott, local filmmaker and former social worker and counselor, 
will present selected scenes from her upcoming documentary 
film, Finding Jenn’s Voice, which examines the murder of Jennifer 
Snyder in Lehigh County in 2011. The film reveals homicide as the 
leading cause of death during pregnancy, and challenges the media, 
the health care system, and the entire community to educate and 
change intimate partner violence outcomes in the U.S. Jenn’s family 
members, who have ties to Berks County, will be on hand to describe 
their experiences.

Prior to the dedication, participants will meet at the BWIC Center, 
Third and Chestnut Streets, at 4:15pm for the Silent Witness March to 
RACC. Light refreshments will be served at the Miller Center Lobby.
Since 2002, BWIC has added 44 names to the Silent Witness Project – 
women and children who were killed by current or former partners 
and men caught in the crossfire. 

Fall 2013

Continued on page 3

Page 5

Family members of homicide victims, BWIC supporters and staff members carry the Silent Witnesses at the 2012 march.

Continued on page 3

BWIC’s beautiful second-floor Nature Explore Classroom and Garden, including learning areas for gardening, music, movement, 
and art in nature, was completed in late August. Funding for the project was provided via a grant through the Mary Kay Foundation.
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The vision of Berks Women in Crisis 
is to eliminate domestic violence and 
sexual assault in Berks County.
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DonateNow The DONATE NOW button, found on our 

website, is a convenient way to designate donations for use as needed or for specific 

appeals or campaigns. Training or program registrations can also be processed using 

electronic funds transfer, and donor receipts are generated immediately via email.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Remember, your purchases help support Berks Women in Crisis

www.berkswomenincrisis.org
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Nature Explore Classroom and Garden

October is DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH!

October 1-6: 
BWIC’s Silent Witness Project at Kutztown University, Old Main 
Lobby. For more information, contact the KU Women’s Center at 
(610) 683-4655.

October 7 & 8: 
BWIC’s Silent Witness Project at The Reading Health System’s School 
of Health Sciences Lobby, Museum Road and Parkside Drive South.

October 9-11: 
BWIC’s Silent Witness Project at The Reading Hospital, exact 
location TBA. Contact Karen Fattore at (610) 988-8689.

October 13: 
Second Sunday at the Goggleworks; BWIC’s Corazón Lastimado 
Project’s “Advocate Hearts” on display with publicity for the Greater 
Reading ACT inaugural production of the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
play Ruined, by Lynn Nottage. 

October 16: 
BWIC Domestic Violence Awareness Month Event: the Silent 
Witness Project Dedication & scenes from Finding Jenn’s Voice by local 
documentary filmmaker Tracy Schott. www.findingjennsvoice.com  
The Silent Witness March begins at the BWIC Center at 4:15pm; the 
event begins at 4:45pm at the Miller Center for the Arts, Reading 
Area Community College. Refreshments will be served. The public 
is welcome! 

October 16-23: 
BWIC’s Silent Witness Project at Reading Area Community College, 
Student Union Building. Contact Rebecca Paull for information at 
610-372-4721 Ext. 5272.

October 22 and 23: 
BWIC and Berks County S.T.O.P. (Stop Violence Against Women) 
Team-sponsored domestic violence/sexual assault training for law 
enforcement and advocates, at the McGlinn Conference Center, 
adjacent to Alvernia University, Reading, from 9AM – 4PM. The 
program is identical both days so attendees should register for one 
day only. Contact Karen at BWIC for details.

October 24-27: 
BWIC’s Silent Witness Project at the St. Joseph Medical Center Main 
Lobby, Route 183.

October 28-31: 
BWIC’s Silent Witness Project at the St. Joseph Medical Center, 
Community Campus, Main Lobby, N. Sixth Street, Reading.

November 1, 2, and 3: 
The Pulitzer Prize-winning play Ruined by Lynn Nottage will be 
performed at the Miller Center for the Arts by the Greater Reading 
Alliance of Community Theaters. Women are encouraged to attend 
the Saturday matinee with BWIC counselor/advocates present for 
support. See ad in this issue.

November 3: 
Best Kept Secrets Tour and special BWIC Staff/Volunteer/Supporter 
shopping day at the Woman’s Exchange, 720 Penn Ave., West 
Reading from 1pm – 5pm.

November 16: 
Allison Clothing Company, a celebration of unique, wearable art 
clothing for women, will hold a Fashion Show at Judy’s On Cherry, 
332 Cherry Street, Reading, at Noon. Tickets are $25 and include 
lunch, the show, and pop-up shopping event. A portion of the 
proceeds will be donated to BWIC. Tickets are available at Judy’s, 
at www.allisonscreativetextiles.com, or from Allison Shannon (484) 
794-8676. 

December 5: 
Open House and Holiday Benefit from 4-9pm at London Blue 
Jewelers, 639 Penn Ave., West Reading; 10% of proceeds benefit 
BWIC. Contact Tim or Stacy Gallagher at 610-378-1111. 

December 16: 
Annual BWIC Celebration of Peace at Reform Congregation Oheb 
Sholom; 6-8PM; Voices for Change Awards will be presented to 
the Wyomissing Foundation/Karen Rightmire and Joan Crater of 
BWIC. Tickets are $75.

For more information about calendar entries, contact Karen 
(610) 370-7810 or Christine (610) 370-7811 at BWIC, or  
email karenn@berkswomenincrisis.org. 

For the third year in a row, the Woman’s 
Exchange will be participating in the Best 
Kept Secrets Tour, November 1st through 

the 16th. To join in the fun, shoppers may 
purchase a tour 
ticket for $8 at one 
of the participating 
locations; the first 
2,000 ticket buyers 
receive “goody 
bags” with prizes, 
coupons and other 
tantalizing treats! 
So run on over to 
the Woman’s Exchange quickly before the “goody 
bags” are gone!
During the Best Kept Secrets Tour, the Woman’s 
Exchange will modify their regular hours to 
accommodate the tour needs. One of the days 
of the tour, Sunday, November 3rd, the Woman’s 

Exchange will be open from Noon to 5:00 PM 
to accommodate BWIC staff, volunteers and 
friends. This date provides another opportunity 
for you to purchase some lovely hand-crafted 

items and specialty 
gifts for yourself or a 
loved one!
Remember, the 
gifts you buy at the 
Woman’s Exchange 
give twice: once to the 
recipient, the other 
to Berks Women 
in Crisis, as we are 

partners and the recipient of an annual donation 
based on their sales.
The Woman’s Exchange is located 720 Penn 
Avenue, West Reading. Current business hours 
are M, T, W & F, 10 AM to 4 PM; Th, 10 to 7 PM 
and Saturdays, 11 AM to 3 PM. 
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According to the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence’s 2012 
report, “Domestic Violence Fatalities in PA,” there were 141 fatalities across the 
state last year, including 110 victims and 31 perpetrators, 29 of whom took their 
own lives and 2 that were killed by law enforcement. 58% of the homicide victims 
were killed with a firearm.
The public is welcome and encouraged to attend this event. For more information, 
contact Christine Gilfillan, Associate Director, at 610-370-7811, or christineg@
berkswomenincrisis.org. 

SHOP AT THE WOMAN’S EXCHANGE TO BENEFIT BWIC!

JOIN THE WOMAN’S 
EXCHANGE TEAM 
FOR THE WORLD’S 
LONGEST CHORUS 
LINE!

BWIC supporters 
are encouraged to 
join the Woman’s 
Exchange Team as our 
community unites in an 
attempt to set the World 
Record for the “Most 
People in a Chorus 
Line” on October 19, 
2013. Participants will 
form a continuous line 
of people stretching 
from City Park to the 
Penn Street Bridge in 
an attempt to break the 
current world record.  
Participants collect 
pledges from sponsors.  
50% of the proceeds 
will go to Genesius 
Theatre, and 50% to the  
non-profit of your 
choice – in our case, 
the Woman’s Exchange, 
who partners with 
Berks Women in Crisis.

Contact Karen at BWIC 
(610-370-7810) for more 
information, or visit 
www.genesiustheatre.
org to register with 
the group or as an 
individual.

BWIC staff members express their gratitude to the Berks County  
Parrot Head Club, 
who raised $23,500 for the agency’s programs on July 20 at the 2013 Summer Parrot Daze Fundraising event held 
at the Reading Leiderkranz. According to the Parrot Heads, it was the second-highest amount ever raised by the 
group for a nonprofit, and a great time was had by all! The Parrot Heads have raised over $400,000 for Berks 
County charities since 2002.

On October 16, 2013, BWIC will hold the twelfth annual 
Silent Witness Dedication to honor and remember those 
who have lost their lives to intimate partner violence in Berks 
County. A feature of this event will be a presentation by local 
filmmaker Tracy Schott, who will share scenes from her 
upcoming documentary entitled Finding Jenn’s Voice.  
 
Finding Jenn’s Voice tells the story of Jennifer Snyder, a young 
woman with ties to Berks County who was murdered in 
2011 by her estranged boyfriend following her choice to not 
terminate an unplanned pregnancy. This vicious homicide 
that shocked our neighbors in Lehigh County and people 
across the country illuminates the reality that the leading 
cause of death for pregnant and post-natal women is intimate 
partner homicide.  

We constantly ask ourselves why these tragedies continue 
to happen and what can we do to stem or reverse this tide. 
According to the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
(CDC), intimate partner violence (IPV/domestic violence 
and sexual assault) is an endemic public health crisis in this 
country and elsewhere. 

Because public health experts view IPV as preventable, 
the CDC is investing considerable resources in primary 

prevention that utilizes the public health model, helping 
to identify risk and protective factors and develop  
evidenced-based practices that change the social norms that 
allow this violence to continue. 

BWIC will be working with our local health care community, 
particularly the Reading Health System, the St. Joseph 
Medical Center, and the Community Health System to 
implement best practices locally to foster this change, and to 
continue to provide support and safety to victims. 

We are aware that confronting intimate partner violence 
is a daunting task; but we are committed for the long haul. 
We can prevent even more women, men and children from 
being affected by IPV; however, we need the active support of 
everyone in the community to realize this goal. 

This October we once again have the chance to focus our 
efforts to end domestic violence and sexual assault in Berks 
County. Check the calendar and stories within this newsletter 
for more opportunities to get involved. We hope you join us 
in this endeavor.
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Family members of homicide victims, BWIC supporters 
and staff members carry the Silent Witnesses at the 
2012 march.
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Celebration of Peace
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Hors D’oeuvres and Cocktails

This is a fundraising event, and $50 of your ticket price is tax-deductible. Berks Women in Crisis is a 501(c) 3 organization, registered 
with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. A copy of the official registration and financial information for Berks Women in Crisis may be 
obtained from the PA Department of State by calling 1-800-732-0999 within Pennsylvania. Registration does not imply endorsement.
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You’re Invited!

255 Chestnut Street
Reading, PA 19602

8th Annual Celebration of Peace
RSVP by December 3, 2013

Please reserve _____ tickets ($75 each) for the Celebration of Peace.  

Each PeaceTrust Partner is entitled to one complimentary ticket. 
Name: ____________________________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________________________  
Telephone: _________________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________ 
Guests: _______________________     __________________________
              _______________________     __________________________

£ Total for Reception Tickets:  $____________ 
£ Total for Keepsake Tribute Booklet
 (See reverse side.):  $____________ 
£ Thank you, but I/we are unable to attend. 
 Please accept my/our donation  $____________ 
 Total amount enclosed:  $____________

Please make checks payable to “Berks Women in Crisis".
Please charge my credit card: $__________________
Name on credit card: ____________________________
Circle appropriate card:    VISA    MC    exp. date: __ __/__ __  
3-Digit Security Code: ______
Signature _________________________________________________ 
(required for credit cards)

Please use the enclosed envelope to return your RSVP.

8th Annual Celebration of Peace
Keepsake Tribute Contribution 

A Keepsake Tribute Booklet from the 2013 Celebration of Peace will honor  
The Wyomissing Foundation ~ Karen Rightmire  

Joan Crater  
Voices for Change Award Honorees.

Tribute Pages 

Please choose one or more of the following:

£ Company Name:

£ Personal Name:

£ Supply Logo:

Please pick one.

Your name, daytime phone number and email:

Name:

Phone:

Email:

Please submit any imagery to:
design@ptiinc.org or Fax us at 925.403.0770

For assistance please call Diane @ 610.370.7604

Please RSVP to the event by December 3, 2013.  Gifts to be acknowledged in the  
8th Annual Celebration of Peace Keepsake Tribute Booklet must be received no later than 

November 30, 2013.

Bronze 
Tribute 
$100

Silver 
Tribute 
$150

Gold 
Tribute 
$200

Platinum 
Tribute 
$250

£ £ £ £
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